
LEFT SEAT: It is a rare occasion, but from 

time-to-time, Judith and I can go out 

together as a team on a flight. When we 

do travel alongside each other, she can 

reach out to people around the airstrip in 

ways that would not be possible for me. 

One reason is that she is a woman, so 

she can freely approach the women that 

gather near the airstrip. In fact, as we 

exit the aircraft, local villagers can be 

overheard calling out with some 

amazement “balus meri” (airplane 

woman), or meri pilot. Many villagers 

have never seen a woman wearing a pilot 

uniform; when they do, within minutes, 

there will be many more women 

congregating; some will approach Judith 

with great enthusiasm, wanting to greet 

her up close and personal. 

On June 23rd we had one such 

opportunity to fly together on an 

afternoon programme from Wewak, our 

home base. Wewak flying is very 

different from the Highlands of Mt. 

Hagen. The Sepik region has a magical 

geographical mix starting with the north 

coastline of sandy beaches; moving south 

beyond the coastal mountain ranges is 

the mighty Sepik river which flows along 

a broad lowland plain. The Sepik River is 

sandwiched between the coastal ranges 

to the north and the highland mountains 

to the south which run like a spine along 

the central part of PNG. Aside from a few 

barely passable roads, the Sepik River 

(and its many short tributaries) is the 

main transportation conduit for the 

region. It is the life-blood of the 

communities we serve, where a short 

flight can save days of road and river 

travel.  This short flight was like a 

microcosm of MAF’s work in the Sepik 

region. 

RIGHT SEAT: Our flight started with a 

group of workers from the country’s 

main telecom provider, Digicel. These 

three men were sent out with more than 

100kgs of materials to supply remote 

agents with retail phones and pre-paid 

phone scratch-cards. At one time an 

extensive network of HF radio stations 

was the primary method of 

communication for the many mission and 

government stations. Now, a network of 

cellular communications is being 

developed. Servicing the network 

infrastructure is a major challenge due to 

the remote locations and low utilization.  

In some cases, MAF aircraft are the only 

efficient means of secure transportation. 

The alternative to today’s flight would be 

two days travel, mostly by boat. Serving 

the commercial telecom industry allows 

communities to benefit from the 

development of reliable communication 

networks. Digicel is the primary method 

of communication for medical aid-

stations, schools, missions, and other 

much needed services. The return-leg of 

the day’s program was a subsidised non-

emergency medical evacuation paid for, 

in part, by the commercial fares paid by 

Digicel.  

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

             Matthew 5:16  
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Unloading the 100kgs of equipment. 

Using the G1000 terrain feature map while 

dodging the weather. 

Above: Bringing over 100kgs of supplies to Edwaki to enable the development of reliable communication networks.  

The Digicel Crew—they stayed behind in 
Edwaki to ensure the installation went well. 



Descending from our cruising altitude of 

10,000 feet, the view of the coastline 

disappears as we continue our westward 

track over PNG’s lowland plains. Our 46 

minute flight time passes quickly with 

Michael pointing out the various terrain 

features in the Sepik area lowlands while 

also cross referencing instrument 

indications on the Cessna Caravan’s 

Garmin G1000 display-panel. Edwaki 

airstrip comes into view. Overflying 

Runway 20/02 we observed light winds, 

the grass was recently mowed,  and 

there were no obstacles to impede the 

landing area. Local villagers helped the 

Digicel passengers with their cargo to 

make it a quick turnaround. Departing 

Runway 02, we climbed right heading 

North-East back towards the coast for 

our medivac-passengers.  

Sibilanga is one of the most challenging 

airstrips along the coastal ranges; the 

airstrip is perched along a ridge at 2300 

feet ASL and is only 433 meters long with 

a 5% upslope; it is a somewhat short and 

narrow approach, subject to variable 

winds and cloud.  When we arrived, the 

cloud was high enough for Michael to do 

a normal approach and the landing was 

uneventful, but still exhilarating! My 

husband handles it all like a pro! PNG 

landscapes never cease to AWE-maze. 

Back on the ground I thank God for our 

safety and the opportunity to serve these 

remote villages within such incredible, 

beautiful surroundings!  

Most villagers warmly welcome us, but 

often the children’s faces display bent 

brows; we “white-skins” are still a rarity, 

the children are unsure what to make of  

us. As I snapped a photo of the Sibilanga 

sign I noticed local men trekking behind 

along the tree-edge, carrying 

construction supplies and continuing 

onward down the airstrip. A local 

gentleman told me they have a 4-hour 

walk, downhill then up another hill, to 

get to their destination. One can see why 

Papua New Guineans are so physically fit. 

LEFT SEAT: Only a few months earlier 

another MAF pilot and I landed the 

Cessna Caravan at Sibilanga for the first 

time.  Since that C208 airstrip check-

flight, the Wewak-based C208 Caravan 

has been there almost weekly. Leaving 

the aircraft I heard “balus meri” being 

sung-out by both men and women as 

Judith climbed down. A crowd quickly 

gathered and soon forgot about me in 

favour of the more interesting face, one 

that they had never seen before. Our 

local airstrip agent, Thomas, brought the 

sick patient, 21 year old Lana, with 3 of 

her family members to the aircraft. While 

I prepared a manifest, Judith took 

advantage of the ground-time to take a 

few photos before we could leave for the 

medical center at Nuku airstrip, about 10 

minutes tracking direct south by air.    

Within a few minutes we landed at Nuku 

and shortly after that we headed back to 

Wewak, all the while dodging the rapidly 

building cloud along the coastal 

mountains.  It would rain that night. 

Enjoying the cool evening, we reflected 

on the day’s service in the name of our 

Lord. Thank you for the part you play in 

making this service possible! 

God bless, 

Michael & Judith Dupuis  

c/o MAF PNG  

P.O. Box 273  

Mt. Hagen, WHP281  

Papua New Guinea  

Above: Lana and her family 

Below: Snapshots from Sibilanga 
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