
Grace unto you and peace from God our 

Father, and the LORD Jesus Christ, our 

greetings from Papua New Guinea.  

The promise of a New Year often brings 

change; on January 23rd we relocated from 

the highlands area of Mt. Hagen to the 

northern coastal town of Wewak. Wewak 

is a busy base with a high workload as it 

has only two pilot families based here.  

Wewak has a steady mean temperature of 

30-32°C with nights cooling only a couple 

of degrees. This has caused some chaos to 

our sleeping patterns that had so well 

adjusted to Mount Hagen’s near perfect 

climate. The hot temperatures and new 

environment has been preventing us from 

a deep-sleep; often drifting between half-

awake and on the edge of a dream-state.  

February 26th was a night where reality 

interrupted our fitful slumber as we were 

both suddenly awakened. 

“Mike, is the bed shaking? Is it an 

earthquake?” I remember saying. The 

house was swaying back and forth on its 

stilt-support- foundation and the sound of 

items hitting the floor did not stop until 

some 30 seconds later.  “Yes! It’s an 

earthquake. I’ll turn-off the overhead 

fans,” Mike exclaimed. 

Hardly taking a breath, we sat up in bed. 

The shaking continued for longer than we 

expected. I remember wondering if we 

should we roll onto the floor and under 

the bed, but then the tremors stopped. 

We waited to see if there would be more.  

Meanwhile, outside our window we heard 

the large rainwater catchment tanks 

sloshing water back and forth for several 

minutes. The street dogs were howling in 

fear. We waited again. Nothing. It was 

over! 

It was near 4am in the morning and both 

cell networks were down, so we could not 

call anyone to confirm where the 

earthquake had happened. However, 

since there were no longer tremors, our 

fears were calmed and we both drifted 

back to sleep.  

The next morning news reports confirmed 

a 7.5 earthquake was experienced in PNG 

southern Highlands area. Later in the day 

we learned it was centered very close to 

the MAF support base in Tari.  We were 

relieved as the initial reports said that 

there was only minor damage, but as the 

reports continued, it was clear that some 

major landslides had affected a number of 

villages along the southern slopes 

between Tari and Mt. Bosavi.  Our MAF 

pilot based in Kiunga evacuated several 

seriously injured people from Walagu and 

Dodamona.   

Above: MAF leads the relief efforts from the Mt. Hagen Base in the Central Highlands. 
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Mike & Judi 

Thank all of you for your prayers and 
concern for our safety during this “shaky” 
time. Those few moments can be very 
scary. During our time in Papua New 
Guinea we have experienced a few minor 
quakes; they are a reminder why this part 
of the world in the South Pacific is also 
known as the “Ring of Fire”.  A volcanic 
island only 80km east of Wewak recently 
began to spew ash, and brings another 
new reality of Tsunamis in this coastal 
region.  
 
Our understanding of Scripture helps us to 
stay encouraged, and to continue to trust 
“All is in His hands.” All three synoptic 
Gospels give warnings and mention of 
earthquakes.  
Matt 24:6 see that ye be not troubled: for all 
these things must come to pass, but the end 
is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are 
the beginning of sorrows. 
Mark 13:8 and there shall be earthquakes in 
divers places, and there shall be famines and 
troubles: these are the beginnings of 
sorrows. 
Luke 21:11 And great earthquakes shall be 

in divers places, and famines, and 

pestilences; and fearful sights and great 

signs shall there be from heaven. 

 

In the weeks following the earthquake, MAF 

channeled significant resources to the 

emergency relief efforts in the Highlands. It’s 

been so encouraging to witness how the 

people of Papua New Guinea responded to 

the news of injured and displaced people by 

holding rallies and raising funds to send 

food, water, and supplies to the affected 

areas.  Many PNG individuals and businesses 

brought clothing, supplies and cash for MAF 

to fly in  support of the earthquake relief.  

MAF’s rapid response to the crisis was to 

place key personnel on the ground in the 

zone affected by the earthquake to assess 

the needs of the affected communities.  A 

disaster and security co-ordinator flew in 

from MAF’s Asia Pacific headquarters in 

Cairns and helped to organize movement of 

materials carried by MAF, SIL Aviation, 

Adventist Air, and New Tribes Air.  Together 

with Australian, New Zealand and PNG 

military helicopters and larger aircraft, MAF 

was able to spearhead an incredible effort to 

reach communities that had lost homes, 

family members, gardens, bridges, and 

roads.  Several airstrips were severely 

damaged requiring supplies to be flown in 

exclusively by helicopter. 

When Michael was called upon to do several 

flights into the disaster area, he was amazed 

at the number of extensive landslides and 

how the rivers and streams were choked 

with debris, silt, and mud. He saw many 

homes that had collapsed; some that were 

located along ridgetops, had fallen down 

mountainsides. Praise God that relatively 

few people died in the earthquake.  Praise 

the Lord for the response of so many people 

to help their neighbours in need.   

A staff member in Mt. Hagen acting as the 

MAF Disaster Relief spokesperson reported: 

“It was humbling to see local people, who 

have very little themselves, giving a few 

clothing items, a few cabbages from their 

garden; whatever they can spare, to bless 

people who have lost so much.” 

 

We feel blessed to have been part of the 

relief effort, bringing desperately needed 

help to  the people of PNG affected by the 

earthquake. 
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Earthquake response from surrounding areas 

with huge donations of food and clothing 

Support Update 2018 
We are so thankful to be serving in PNG. We could not be here, serving the people of this 
country, without a powerful team of prayer warriors, and a committed team of financial 

ministry partners. THANK YOU! 

If you would like to start financially supporting this ministry, or if you would like to increase 
your support of the work we are doing here through MAF, please go to:   https://

www.mafc.org/missionaries/dupuis and donate today. We are currently $1,250/month away 
from reaching “cruising altitude” (see insert enclosed/attached).  
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