
Poor weather between Tari and Mount 

Hagen prevented Michael’s return flight 

on December 14th. However, Michael’s 

unexpected overnight in Tari had a 

positive outcome; an additional stop 

was added to his return flight to pick up 

a missionary family hoping to depart for 

Christmas. The family succeeded 

making their connection to a fully-

booked international flight. The MAF 

Cessna Caravan Michael piloted was 

being reloaded for his afternoon 

programme when another “unplanned 

flight request” was received. The MAF 

Operations Dispatch team had limited 

details other than a medical evacuation 

was needed for a young woman from 

Malamunda; the few details received 

included that the woman had had a 

difficult childbirth and that they had not 

been able to save the baby.  

Many of the airstrips here in PNG are 

challenging bush airstrips. Malamunda’s 

East/West runway sits at 2150 ASL 

elevation with a 3.4 % upslope making 

take-off and landing one-way only; its 

curved approach often gives the illusion 

of being too low, while on departure an 

early right hand turn is necessary. The 

Airstrip Chart cautions that the airstrip 

is very slippery when wet due to algae, 

and the parking bay is soft. 

 Praise God the morning sun helped dry 

the airstrip. Upon landing, MAF’s 

stretcher was removed from the aircraft 

by community members to fetch and 

carry the unconscious patient to the 

airstrip.  Details emerged: the young 

mother had lost her baby boy 2 days 

ago. She had a retained placenta and 

was still bleeding. It was obvious to 

Michael this woman was very weak, 

with rapid shallow breathing. She was in 

a desperate state. The community 

health worker had already lost hope for 

this woman’s survival. Michael placed 

an aircraft oxygen mask on the patient 

and quickly departed for Mount Hagen. 

Praise God that during the 35-minute 

flight the decision to use the oxygen 

allowed the patient to regain 

consciousness. She was alert and 

responsive as she was placed in the 

ambulance for the 20-minute ride to 

Mount Hagen Hospital.  
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Isaiah 9:6  For to us a child is 

born, to us a Son is given, and the 

government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called  

Wonderful Counselor,   

Mighty God,   

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace 



Mike & Judi 

page 2 

This woman lost her child, but because of the MAF evacuation flight, her life was saved. Her life story will continue.  

Christmas time can be difficult as we remember departed family members and friends. We grieve and hold onto the memories 

of those held close in our hearts.  

As Christians, Christmas is the beginning of our hope, the midpoint of our story; God’s only begotten Son, born to die for us. 

Some 2000 years ago Jesus’ life and death fulfilled over 360 prophesies in the Old Testament. Jesus was born into the humblest 

of surroundings; an animal feeding-trough and wrapped in swaddling cloth. Wise men searched for Him, faithfully awaiting the 

promise of His coming. The story did not end with His death on the cross, but continues with His resurrection. It is the Power of 

God that He lived and continues to live.  

Our relationship with our Creator is restored though Christ Jesus. It is God’s way back to Him. Faith is believing God when He 

speaks.  His Word assures us He will come again and reign not only in heaven, but as King on earth.  

May each of you trust in His hope and His peace this Christmas, thank you for your prayer and financial support of our ministry 

with MAF, together His work continues as MAF aircraft carry His precious cargo. 

Matthew 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 

being interpreted is God with us. 
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Just a few snapshots of some of the 

“precious cargo” MAF carried this year 


