
It was our joy to reconnect with family, friends and 

supporters prior to our departure from Canada in 

late June. Thank you all for your continued support 

and welcome to those who have recently joined our 

MAF ministry partnership team. It’s been a busy 

time with preparations to serve in Papua New 

Guinea: because of your support-we made it here! 

 

We arrived in Australia one suitcase short of the six 

we left with. One was delayed by a day. Having 

passed through Los Angeles enroute to Sydney, 

AUS we can report that U.S. Dept. of Homeland 

Security is doing its job of checking suitcases and 

leaving notes of inspection inside our luggage.   

 

We traveled to MAF’s Asia Pacific training base in 

Mareeba a full two weeks early so Judith could 

regain flight proficiency in MAF’s Cessna 206 

before she started the formal standardization 

program. Judith successfully completed her 

standardization qualifying for both Single Pilot and 

Two Pilot operations.  With only one week to study 

after standardization we traveled to PNG stopping 

in Port Moresby to write the PNG Air Law and 

Instrument Flying exams.  We are now in Mt. Hagen 

where we expect to be based for some time.   

 

Within a day of arrival we started our Tok Pisin 

classes.  Learning the common trade language is 

an essential skill in a country where nearly 800 

different languages are spoken.  Language is 

helpful around town,  but pilots must be fluent in 

Tok Pisin so they are able to work with staff 

members and passengers in remote villages where 

English is rarely spoken.  

 

We are now in the process of qualifying to fly in-

country.  PNG is both very mountainous and well-

watered making it one of the most difficult and 

challenging places on earth to fly.  MAF has a very 

rigorous training program with plenty of 

restrictions until pilots have demonstrated 

competency along approved routes and in each of 

the various regions of the country.  Knowing how 

to fly around in the highlands is not the same as in 

the lowlands and vice versa. Weather patterns are 

unique to each area. There are many steep, short 

and tricky airstrips unlike anything that we saw in 

Africa.  Some of these require very strict 

procedures to prevent unnecessary accidents. 

Training to land and take-off safely at these 

airstrips is extensive. Sometimes it can take 

months for a pilot to qualify for authorization to fly 

as the Pilot-in-Command into these difficult places. 

The days and weeks ahead will test our resolve as 

we begin to tackle the tough flying duties of PNG.  

We are so thankful that we have an amazing team 

of supporters and that your prayers are heard by 

the One who sustains us. We are thankful for the 

encouraging letters and emails.  May the Lord be 

glorified as we reach out with His love to the many 

isolated communities of Papua New Guinea.  

 

Philippians 4:9 Those things, which ye have both 

learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 

do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
13 

I can 

do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me. 
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Judi is enjoying being back in the “saddle” again 



New Posting= Learning a New Culture 

 

Our first impression of Papua New Guinea is that 

it is not unlike east Africa in its lack of working 

infrastructure.  Resources that we take for granted 

in Canada such as electricity, water and roads, fail 

frequently.  The people in PNG are exceptionally 

friendly and welcoming which somewhat 

surprised us after reading some of the history of 

PNG.  The fierce reputation of these island people 

kept most colonizing nations away until the turn 

of the century.   

 

The coastal regions and smaller islands were 

known to sailors and traders since the mid-1500s 

but were considered unsafe. The central highlands 

region, where we are serving, was first explored 

by Australian gold prospectors in the 1930s. They 

discovered valleys and plateaus with developed 

agriculture and more than one million inhabitants 

that up to that point in time had been unknown to 

the rest of the world.  

 

Tribal fighting had constrained many tribes and 

clans to very small areas resulting in the 

development of nearly 800 languages, various 

customs and practices, making PNG one of the 

most culturally diverse places on earth.  The 

Gospel has brought peace to many areas.  

 

In a couple of weeks we are scheduled to go to a 

small village called Tsendiap for our bush  

orientation. We will stay for one week as wards of 

the village, learning the culture of that place, as 

well as being fully immersed in Tok Pisin.  Even in 

Tsendiap, Tok Pisin is a bridge language and not  

the Tok Ples (tribal language).  We are both 

excited and nervous about our upcoming bush 

orientation as we have been slow assimilating Tok 

Pisin. We will tell you all about it in our next letter. 

 

Bride Price meeting outside of MAF housing in Mt. Hagen.  
Final price: 8160Kina ($4100) 17 pigs and 1goat 

Typical airstrip and mountain scenery in the highland 
regions of PNG.  Food supply is dependent on rains. 

Villagers greet the MAF medevac flight to Kompiam.  
Pregnant girl needed urgent care for an obstructed birth. 

In addition to the quarterly prayer letters, we are 

posting stories and updates on our Facebook 

Community Page as well as our Weblog.   

Check out mafdupuis.wordpress.com to read our 

latest story “Pastaim Wokabaut” (first travels) in 

PNG.  

Our Facebook page can be found at:      

Michael and Judith Flying with MAF 

Our Email: dupuismandj@gmail.com  
 

Thanks again to all of you who support this MAF 

ministry in PNG. 

 

 In Christ, 

  Mike & Judi 
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