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After a difficult landing at Megau, I was waiting for 
cargo to be carried from the bottom to the top of the  
steep, 430M airstrip. It would be some time before I 
could board five people for the 5-minute flight where 
all but one of the passengers, a generator and power-
tools would be off-loaded at the Enga Province Baptist 
Health Services  airstrip at Kompiam.   

It would take about 30 minutes to haul everything up 
the hill. While I waited Mel Kroenert asked me if I 
would be interested to walk half way down the 
airstrip to see the new medical clinic compound. Mel 
had volunteered to leave Australia to build a house 
that would become home to a medical worker; he 
owns a building contracting company, so he is well 
qualified to do the work. Only a few weeks earlier a 
big load of building supplies had been flown in by the 
MAF Twin Otter and I was keen to see what had been 
done. 

As we walked along the narrow footpath paralleling 
the runway, we stopped frequently to greet villagers;  
they were very happy to thank both the pilot and Mel 
for the work that had been done. As we approached 
the compound, I could see a newly erected building 
made of wood and banis. Banis (in Tok Pisin) 
describes a woven bamboo and palm-leaf material 
that made up the outer and inner walls of the 
building.  The roof is made from corrugated metal 
panels that fit nicely into an aircraft for transporting.   

Outside there are four large water tanks each 
connected to a rainwater collection system. The water 
storage would provide a regular supply for the 
clinic.  Many in the community can now use this water 
saving them a walk through the dense jungle brush to 
reach a stream.  Mel also explained to me that the 
clinic's water tanks were the first ever placed in 
Megau.  He said that for the majority of people who 
came to get water, it was the first time they had used a 
tap or faucet.  Water from anything but the nearby 
mountain streams was completely unknown for many 
of these villagers who used to fight each other over 
the rights for their clan to have their own 
"waswas" (bathing) place.  

Although the clinic appears to be a primitive 
structure, it is well built with a solar-powered 
vaccination refrigerator and a few beds.   

Across the compound was the framework of an 
aluminum-stud house with a tin roof. The aluminum 
construction was cheaper to transport by air and 
would resist rot, termites and pilfering. The 
foundation was secured using some high-tech footings 
rather than expensive cement, which is heavy and 
more expensive to transport by air. Later long-lasting 
and light weight vinyl clapboard will be added to the 
exterior. It is very difficult to recruit medical workers 
to remote locations; Mel explained the quality of the 
house would go a long way to retaining medical  staff.  

http://kompiamhospital.org/
http://kompiamhospital.org/


As we walked back to the aircraft we were obliged to 
spend more time greeting other passers-by. 
Eventually, we were airborne and on our way to 
Kompiam, then on to Mt. Hagen.  On the way we 
passed over a community where the outline of the 
old airstrip was still visible.  Mel pointed out the 
house where he had lived as a child.   

Mel was the son of a Baptist missionary who had 
come to PNG in 1949.  Reverend Albert Kroenert and 
Harry Orr, a former Australian military Chaplain, 
established a mission station in the Baiyer area. Over 
the years, the Baptist mission has built a hospital, 
schools and a number of small medical clinics.   

In the short time that Mel had been in Megau, I could 
sense he had been deeply moved by the villagers. 
Emotions were showing as he said goodbye to new 
friends; the workers who helped him to achieve so 
much in a short time.  As I learned from Mel about 
his father and the work of the Baptist mission in the 
Baiyer, I was amazed to see how the Lord has 
transformed the area from a tribal, feuding place of 
darkness, to a place where people can live in peace 
and shine their light for others.   

Learning about the missionaries' work and seeing 
the positive spiritual and physical transformation of 
peoples' lives made me aware of how important 
MAF’s flights are to this remote region.   

Thankfully to the benefit of communities in the 
Baiyer area, MAF provides weekly services to about 
a dozen airstrips only minutes apart by air, but a 
world apart by land. 

 
 

It is often difficult to know what will best inform 
members of our support team. Some like very 
technical, aviation-based stories, some more human 
interest, and others the spiritual aspects of serving in 
mission.  This is the second part of a story about a 
remote village.  The first part is more technical and 
can be read on our blog at:  
 

http:mafdupuis.wordpress.com 
 

Praise and Prayer:   

 

Praise: Michael completed his advanced airstrip 

training and is now able to go to many more 

airstrips, reaching many more communities that 

have been underserviced until now. 

 

Praise: Michael and Judith travelled to the MAF 

flight training center in Mareeba, Australia.  

Michael undertook qualification as a Training 

Captain and Check Pilot for the Cessna Caravan. 

Judith researched the Australian Instrument Rating 

so she could assist a PNG national pilot to qualify 

for MAF standardization. 

 

Praise: MAF has carried food relief into several 

areas of PNG that had been hit by unusual weather 

that damaged crops. 

 

Pray for anti-corruption protests to remain 

peaceful and for comfort for the families of those 

who have died in recent campaigns. 

 

Pray for experienced managers to answer the call 

to serve with MAF and join the leadership team 

within the PNG program. 

 

 

Our Facebook page can be found at: 

 

Michael and Judith Flying with MAF 
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