
PNG is a developing nation.  MAF has been, and 
continues to be, an integral part of the development in 
a holistic way by providing both physical and spiritual 
transformation to communities as well as individuals.   
 
In Canada we sometimes take for granted the social 
benefits of our tax dollars at work. Here in PNG the lack 
of road infrastructure and medical facilities are obvious. 
What is not so obvious is to realize not everyone has 
benefitted from public education. Many people we 
encounter each day lack the ability to read or write 
simply because they did not receive a basic education.  
 
With both of us working and enduring the PNG heat we 
often find ourselves too hot and tired by the end of the 
work day to do much more than fix the evening meal. 
We soon realized we could use some house-help.  
 

Since April, we have Taupe and Garia spend half-a-day 
each week to help care for our house and garden. 
They’ve been a real blessing. However, another blessing 
is the time Judith gets to spend with them.  After their 
housework is finished, God’s work continues. Neither of 
these women attended primary school. When 
opportunity allows, Taupea, Garia  and another “haus-
meri”, Rebecca, spend their afternoon together with 
Judith “Learning to Read with Phonics”. So far they have 
finished 8 sessions and already the ladies are able to 
read and print the day’s devotional Scripture verse in 
their local language of Tok Pisin. God’s help is 
everywhere when we allow Him to lead us in His ways.  
 

Part of the Education Chain: Getting Students to School 

MAF provides a critical link for PNG communities to 
access education in a variety of ways; carrying school 
supplies, national exams, transport of students during 
their holidays to and from school, and the transport of 
construction  supplies to build schools. MAF  offers 
subsidized flights for student travel. These flights can 
save days and sometimes weeks of treacherous travel 
through miles of jungle.  

The number of students completing high school is rising, 
but the number of high schools close to their hometown 
are few.  Recently, due to an increase in pilot numbers,  
MAF-PNG has been able to re-open the base in 
Telefomin to serve the Western Highlands. The area is 
desperately remote because there are almost no roads 
or other  transportation infrastructure available other 
that by air.  On one flight Michael departed Telefomin 
to nearby Eliptamin and Blackwara to pick up high 
school students traveling  back to the Regional High 
school in Telefomin. On another flight Capt.Mike carried 
teachers and more than 400 national examination 
papers for grade 10 and grade 12s in the southern part 
of the country.  Once the exams are completed they will 
be carried by MAF to a regional center for grading. 
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Local men help to unload one of many 1100kg loads of 
construction materials at Telefomin.  



Please visit our Weblog at:  http:mafdupuis.wordpress.com  
Our Facebook page can be found at: Michael and Judith Flying with MAF 
Email:   dupuismandj@gmail.com   

Helping to Build Communities: Carrying Cargo from 
Telefomin to Tabubil 

Telefomin is a town centered around an airstrip built 
by the Allies during the WWII conflict with Japan.  

Neighbouring Tabubil is home to the Ok-tedi gold 
mine. The mine has built a port in the town of Kiunga 
where barges deliver supplies up the Fly River then by 
road to Tabubil.  Although Telefomin is only a 14 
minute direct flight from Tabubil, the two  
communities are world's apart  A huge, steep-sided 
group of mountains separate Telefomin from Tabubil.  

 

In just 2 days the MAF Caravan delivered more than 10 
tonnes of building materials between Tabubil and 
Telefomin.  The materials included metal columns, 
beams roofing sheets and mesh and  well as 
cement.  These materials will be used to build 
additional classrooms for the high school in Telefomin. 

It is exciting to know that we also have a part in 
enabling student to access education right where they 
live!  Bringing a school to the students rather than the 
students to a school, seems like a step forward for this 
remote region of the country. 

 

 

 

We are so grateful for the many ways in which we can 
serve in PNG. Thank you for the part you play in enabling 
us to do the work on the Lord here.  
We are truly blessed by your partnership. 
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In Christ, 

 Mike & Judi 

The Hindenburg Mountains create a formidable barrier between the Western Highlands and the lowlands.  Air travel is the 
only practical way to get between Tabubil and Telefomin.  (inset  A typical load carried by the Cessna Caravan between 
Tabubil and Telefomin) 

Michael Poses for a picture with the Headmater for 
Awaba High School is he received National exams 
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