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Serving in Life and Death 

At an elevation of 5100’ above sea level, the airstrip is only 

485m (~1500 feet) in length with a 7 degree upslope.  After 

landing on runway 12 and climbing out of the Twin Otter, I 

cannot help but notice the breathtaking landscape.  In the midst 

of my amazement with God’s creation, a song of mourning 

begins.  Half sung and half cried, it creeps into my thoughts as I 

return to my duties.  

Mourners are covered in clay-mud as an outward sign of grief 

that can last months during the mourning period. In my mind I 

say a prayer for God’s comfort for these families, and the entire 

community, as they share their grief together, united in their 

sorrow.  

When a community member dies, it is often unexpected and 

catches many families by surprise.  Community members who 

have jobs generally work far from their community for extended 

periods due to the difficulties of travel.  

In Canada, friends and relatives come together to show mutual 

support for those mourning. Here in PNG the “sending home” 

of a deceased person is very important. No matter how far or 

for how long a community member has been away, the families 

will want to have the body returned to their village.  

Because of lack of suitable storage or road transportation, it can 

take a very long time to get a body to a small village.  Carrying a 

casket through the jungle is an arduous task.  Often air travel is 

the only practical and timely means of transport. MAF provides 

an air services called “body-charters” to bring a deceased 

member back to their community for their haus krai, a word in 

Tok Pisin which means “a gathering place to remember and 

mourn the loss of a loved one and friend”. 

One recent body-charter carried 2 bodies, both destined for the 

same village of Ande located in the Eastern Highlands. Both 

men were in their early 40s, the cause of their sickness 

undetermined, but likely due to the fact that their diagnoses 

and health care were provided too late; an all too common 

problem in this part of the world. 
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In Christ, Mike & Judi  

During Christmas time we remember that Christ came into the 

world to reconcile us with God for eternity.  Even in death and 

mourning, we can see the Hope that reconciliation brings, and only 

through the recognition of eternal life can we find the peace that 

overcomes the pain and grief that accompanies the loss of a loved 

one. 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 

and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which interpreted is, God 

with us. Matthew 1:23  

This Christmas may your remembrance drift back to that time long, 

long ago….. praise God for our Hope, our faith in Christ, not just 

that He was born to die for us, but that He rose again, conquering 

death, May He reside in your heart this season. 

In Ande, as in other parts of PNG, the sale of 

locally grown coffee brings in much needed 

dollars to provide education and health care 

for the community. On this flight, the 

transportation of coffee on the return flight 

helped to subsidise the cost of bringing the 

deceased, as well as some family members, 

back to the community. 

Mourning the loss of a loved one is an 

inexplicable feeling that we all experience and 

share. The sadness can, at times, be 

overwhelming, but praise God that Scripture 

reminds of our Hope in eternity. It is our 

prayer that as we bring home those who have 

lost their lives, we can also bring the Hope of 

Jesus Christ to those who remain. 

Greater  

Understanding 

A few months back, a 
group of us did a day 
“wokabout” for some 

much-needed recreation 
and exercise. In the end 

it felt like we had 
participated in an 

episode of “Survivor”.  It 
took us another week to 

recover from sore, 
aching muscles. It 

reminded us that even a 
short trek through the 

jungle in PNG is not for 
the physically weak. We 

gained a greater 
appreciation of the 

plight of Papua New 
Guineans living in 

remote communities 
and their need for 

transportation.  

THANK YOU for  
your support of this 
ministry that makes 

reaching these people 
possible. 
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Our Facebook page can be found at: Michael and Judith Flying with MAF   
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